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Mike served faithfully as a church deacon, stewarding both people and principles
with complete integrity. He led finance teams wisely and held others accountable
to a job well done. Alongside his wife, Dr. Felecia Pittman, he mentored couples,
= Ied small groups, and invested in marriages.

"\\Mlke was a go-to rock for so many people behind the scenes. Whether he was on
the court or in your home, Mike was always the same. He would meet you where
you -are, and then coach you to where God called you to be. Mike was
unapologetlcally himself. He could light up a room with a smile and make anyone
feel like famlly He was the life of the party, the grill master at cookouts, the
€ 1 urager in prlvate conversations, and the steady presence people leaned on.

] He. never met a 'stranger and always put others before himself. He made every
& moment meanlngful Coach Pitt was a true Iover of Christ and the game.
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PROGRAM ANNOUNCER- MRS. TA’NEISHA KEMP

SOFT MUSIC

PROCESSIONAL
SUPERINTENDENT WOODROW DAVIS

OPENING PRAYER
PASTOR DERRICK KEYS

SCRIPTURE READING
OLD TESTAMENT - ELDER JOHN SAMPSON
NEW TESTAMENT - PASTOR DERRICK GALLIEN, SR.
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REFLECTIONS FROM FORMER PLAYERS
MINDEN LADY TIDERS
RYAN LADY RAIDERS - MIATTA WILLIAMS

TEAMMATES IN LIFE
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AARON BALLARD
CHARLES SMITH
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MUSICAL SELECTION

FAMILY TRIBUTES
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SISTER - DR. MICAH BACHEMIN
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Uer-O)ife

What can | possibly say that captures
even a fraction of my love for you? How
can I fit alifetime in a few paragraphs...

| recently told you that | needed to get
out more because | depended on you
too much to be my best friend. You
laughed and said that was why you were
looking forward to us moving back to my
community in the Dallas area. That was
SO you.

| have no regrets. We were perfectly
flawed. We truly grew up together. | was
18 and you were 19 when we met at Delta
- Express. Just a bunch of young guys and
"glrls hanging out led to our lifetime
ogether We used to tease about who
rsued who.: You would say | pursued
"and | 'know good, and well you
‘fme But | must admit, | am

“just then, but for years.
rd times. Through struggles.

I love that we became e /. neste know each other. We learned that
you have to get to know. ootherinevery se f life. We talked about our future, our
plans, our dreams. | recentlfﬁ [ at we d"{ do our strategic goals for the
year..you didn’t even groan oF‘s ( OL:You told r ou'd be responsible for making sure

wegotltdone Ineverlmagmedlwould{ ‘T st-forwa lpg{\mstead to conversations we

console me like you always did. I know you'wo r’\éver_.' et me hurt like this but you must

o have seen the beauty Qf paradise ahead. n’ow that the pain | feel now will not



to create together these last 34 years and 6 months Pll laugh when | hear
If continue to quote “Bella Noche” and “Color Purple” at every
; I MIGHT even puII a quote from one of the many Martin episodes you

BTW I’m keepmg my eyes open for th jou ‘; _ vme if you got to
Heaven be’foi’é ne.;) . e -




I have a lot of wonders. | wonder what it would’ve been like for us
to go to the Super Bowl together. | wonder what it would’ve been
like for you to see your grandkids grow up. | wonder how cool it
would have been for you to finally live in Dallas now that we’re
back. So many wonders.

But there are some wonders | don’t have to worry about. | never
had to wonder how much you loved me, Amanda and your
grandbabies. | never had to wonder how proud you were of the
things your kids accomplished while you were here on earth.
, = | Never have to wonder how much you loved God.

Dad.. you were truly wonderful.

4

& — | will handle my business and model the love of Christ to others
because that is what you taught me to do. Amanda, Elijah, Lily
and | already miss you so much. This isn’t goodbye. It’s see you

later. In your words “I’ll holla” at you soon.

MJ & Amanda

A life without you, so early, was something | had
never imagined. Since the day | was born, | was a
daddy’s girl and will continue to be. You were the
ear | could always express to, the warm hug that
never said no, and the good time that stayed
ready. ’'m thankful that this life was one filled with
nothing but good memories and love from you. |

have so much | want to say. There are so many
things | had hoped we’d experience together and
see together. But, | know that it will not be long
until we see each other again. Plus, you’re more
than likely walking the streets of gold being pulled
along by Farrah, taking in all that Heaven is. You
made it daddy. I’'m so excited to see you up there,
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r’,influence and impact reached'beyogd

'so many, while still outpouring all of your love
‘over our family. You made it look effortless.

You always showed up. Whether physically or
emotionally, you were always wholeheartedly
present. You'd make sure that we knew you were
proud of us and that you were rooting for us. You

'-gWhen thinking about how you’ve directly
Fimpacted my life, | am filled with an

Thank you for being an incredible example of a
he.beautiful life | live with Xavier, Angelo, and
Shya is directly influenced by the present and

loving father you were to him.

Its an honor to have become your daughter and
bare the Pittman name. See you in heaven, Dad
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ﬁ | miss you so much. | wish | had a recording of
L _@ ”' you saying, “Waddup, my boy!” so | could keep it
Yy W forever. You were the perfect dad to me and for

s \ me. My whole life is sculpted and directly

L influenced by you. Out of your 3 children, you

knew | became left-handed just to be like you. |
teach just like you did. | coach just like you did. |
go by “Coach Pitt” just like you did. | introduce
myself by my first and last name in case
someone asks if you’re my dad. You have always
instilled that the last name Pittman holds
significance, influence, power, and reputation.
We are never to embarrass our last name, but
rather build it up. | vow to keep our name in the
highest regard. | love you forever.

!_r.ders or bloodlines. | don’t know how it was*
ossible for you to give so much of your heartto

took the time to listen, ask questions, and follow -
up to make sure we were always taken care of. |

' i | overwhelming sense of gratitude. -

x|

go'dly man, husband, and father. | realize that .

|
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When the doctor said, “It’s a boy,” tears rolled down my
cheeks. The nurse asked if | was in any pain. | told her that I
always wanted my first born to be aboy. Grace from God at the
beginning.

You were the cutest baby | had ever seen (always the mom,
right). Your smile was infectious. You would welcome every
arm that reached for you. All | ever wanted is for you to be
loved, and then you turn it around.

| love it when we would go to the Saints and Breakers game,
and would be my little commentator. And the guys seated near
would say, “lil man you know something.” After that it would be
you and them exchanging views. There you were, engaging
positively with strangers.

I’m going to miss calling you baby and you calling me baby back.
I’m going to miss you checking up on me and saying, “l will be
there smoking if you need me.” And you were true to that.

You are my forever love. | love you so much and | understood
you had to go. | KNOW WHERE YOU AT.

The Pearly Gates awaits you Baby.

Michael Jerome Pittman, Jr., was the kind of son who made me feel like
anything was possible. Although he was named after me, he carried the name
better than | could have imagined. He forgave me for not being perfect, and |
loved him even more deeply for it.

Mike loved God above all things, and that love shaped everything about him.
He loved his family with that same wholehearted devotion, and those of us
who were held in that love know how rare and precious a gift it was. He adored
his queen, Racquel; he couldn’t say enough about the amazing things MP3,
Zay, and Faith were doing. He cherished the bond with his sisters and brother.
My son was so perfect in so many ways.

My son started loving basketball because | loved it and he would say that | was
his first coach. His becoming a respected basketball coach filled me with so
much pride, more than he probably ever knew. | admired my son.

I started calling him MJP at some point and it suited him. He had grown into his
own man, fully and confidently himself, while never losing the kind and gentle
spirit | had always known. Fifty-three years was not enough, but the life he
lived in those years was full of faith, love, and the kind of pure goodness that
leaves a mark on everyone it touches.

Iam proud of you, son, and always will be. Love you, MJP.
Dad




There are some people who make the world better just by being in it. Our brother was that :
= person for us.

o us, he was never just "Mike." He was Brother Michael, a name that became so natural
itm y as well have been the one on his birth certificate. It was our way of setting him
apart, of giving him his own distinct place in our world, separate from our dad and
entlrely h|s own. He wore the name perfectly.

As our blg*brother Mike set a standard we will spend our lives trying to live up to — not
because he d&i’ﬁ%nded it, but because watching him made us want to be better. He was
unfailingly kind, fhe“éype of kind that. didr;t waver when life was hard or when things
didn't go his way. He met every dlfﬁcultyw;th acalm and a grace that we leaned on more
than he probably ever knew Wh ‘we were sometlmes the storm, Mike was always the
stillness. & ’ 2%

He never waited to be called. He shoWe up |thfa'phene ca1| wlth his presence, with his
steady love because that is simply who ‘ 1S. Ccmsmtently being there for others was
his love language, and he spoke it qugntly throyghouthis life, without expecting others
to do the same for him, but always belng excqedmgly grateful when they did.

Mike trusted God deeply, '
cared for everyone, egpecqal
what |t means to showﬁ' , to g}ve your best, and te keep your head high even when it
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PALLBEARERS

KENDEN KEMP ANDREW HYATT
JEFFREY KEYS NIEMAN BURRELL, JR.
DAVID RABB, IV TRE GIBBS
BARRY (BJ) WOODS JR. RICARDO GREEN, JR.
- -
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COREY BACHEMIN
SANTORIA BLACK Il
AARON BALLARD
GREG COOK
DILTON ANDERSON
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